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Neither docking or castration should be done on rainy days. Close watch should be kept of the docked lambs for a few days until the wounds are healed. They are better off on a clean dry pasture, but if the weather is not satisfactory they should be placed in clean, dry and well-bedded quarters.
CASTRATION
All ram lambs not intended for breeding purposes should be castrated or "altered.7' Their market value is increased, they are gentler, gain faster, and yield a much better carcass. All stock buyers discount uncastrated lambs two or three dollars a hundred-weight. The operation is simple and one who will pay attention to cleanliness and follow directions should be able to castrate lambs successfully.
Ram lambs should be castrated when they are a week or ten days old. All the male lambs should be placed by themselves a day or two before the operation. This will avoid undue excitement and make catching them much easier. Lambs must never be castrated on dark, cold, or rainy days. This may seem an unnecessary precaution, but disastrous results often follow carelessness in this respect, for many lambs will die for no apparent reason. Select a bright sunny day before the fly season opens. Avoid performing the operation in the barnyard. Choose a clean dry place, keep the hands and instruments clean, and no fear need be felt as to the outcome.
How the operation is performed
Some farmers may pride themselves on their ability to bite out the testicles, but this practice is a relic of bygone days and should not be done except as a trick performance. The only instrument needed for this operation is a sharp knife which has been sterilized by boiling; provide a pail of disinfectant solution and a small dish with some of the same disinfectant in it. When the knife is not in use it should be kept in the dish of disinfectant. If the operator's hands